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Guidelines and Application Form

Extension of Future Farm Industries CRC Postgraduate Scholarships
Background
The Future Farm Industries CRC (CRC) have made available through its’ partner universities, Charles Sturt University, The University of Adelaide, The University of Melbourne and The University of Western Australia, a number of scholarships that will extend the research output of the CRC. While the agreement between the CRC and each of the partner universities for the administration of these scholarships is outlined in a legally binding formal agreement between the parties, there is a need to clarify the grounds for an extension of the ‘Tenure of Award’ for CRC scholarship holders beyond the initial 3 year agreement. The current agreement between the CRC and Universities provides the following information on tenure:
Tenure of award

· The duration of the PhD scholarship will be 3 years and of the Masters will be 2 years, including professional development and field placement/s. 

· An extension of up to six months may be granted to students upon written application. The student is to satisfy the CRC that the grounds for an extension are beyond his/her control. 

· Periods of study already undertaken towards the degree prior to the commencement of the award or undertaken during suspension of the award, will be deducted from the maximum period of tenure.

· Upon satisfactory performance approval may be given to convert a Masters award to a PhD award. In such cases there will be no interval between the awards.

There are two levels of scholarship support provided by the CRC.
Full Scholarship – A stipend of $28,000 per year, together with a general operating allowance, administered through the university, of up to $5000; and

CRC Top-up Scholarship – The amount of this award will bring the current value of an Australian Postgraduate Award (APA), Industry Awards, or Internal University Awards to $28,000, together with a general operating allowance, administered through the university, of up to $5000.

The purpose of this document is to outline the criteria for assessing, and the administrative procedure for handling applications for the extension of CRC PhD scholarships beyond 3 years.

Criteria for assessment of applications

Introduction

The scholarship contract between the CRC and postgraduate researchers reflects the practice of Australian universities that limit the candidature for Doctoral Degree programs to 3 years. However, like the university sector, the CRC has provision for postgraduates to apply for a six month extension to this award provided the conditions described in this document are met.
All PhD projects should be well planned and able to be completed within the initial 3 year tenure provided by the CRC. An extension of this initial 3 year tenure is not a right and will only be awarded in circumstances that are a result of events that beyond the student’s control.

Circumstances that may warrant the extension of a CRC scholarship

Circumstances that may warrant the extension of a CRC scholarship include but are not limited to:

· extended illness* or accident;
· extreme climatic events eg. drought, flood;
· non-preventable events eg. fire, lightning strike, pestilence; and

· other circumstances beyond the control of the student that have lead to non-completion of the thesis.
* - Note that provisions for sick leave entitlements (together with other leave entitlements) are outlined in the contract agreement. ie. a student may take up to two working weeks (10 days) cumulative paid sick leave each year within the tenure of the award.
Circumstances that do not warrant the extension of a CRC scholarship

Circumstances that do not warrant the extension of a CRC scholarship include but are not limited to:

· inadequate project planning;

· poor time management;

· off project activities eg. teaching, tutoring,

· attendance at seminars, conferences

· employment

· writing up papers, articles etc. before completion of thesis

Evidence to support the application for an extension needs to be provided. Cases will be considered on an individual basis depending on the likely impact of any unplanned events on the outcomes of experiments or activities conducted during the project.
Administration

The approval of extensions to scholarships beyond 3 years will be at the discretion of the CEO of the CRC and will be based on the evidence presented to support the application. The administrative process will be supported by the CRC Education Manager and specialist advice to the CEO will be provided by the Leader of Program 7 – Education and Extension.

Process

Step 1 – Applicants are to submit their application to the CRC Education Manager. Applications should outline the reasons for incompletion of the thesis based on the guidelines presented above.

Applications need to be accompanied by statements from both university and industry supervisors that support the reasons outlined in the application. The application should be accompanied by appropriate supporting documentation for consideration by the CRC.
An application form is provided at Appendix 1.

Step 2 – The application, together with supporting documentation, will be considered by the Program 7 Leader. Should more documentation be required the applicant will be requested to provide it. Based on the evidence provided, and information from other sources the Program 7 Leader will make a recommendation on the outcome.
The application will be forwarded to the CRC CEO for a final decision.

Step 3 – The CRC CEO will determine the outcome of the application based on the evidence provided with the application, together with advice provided by the Program 7 Leader.

Step 4 – The applicant will be advised of the result of the application and the administrative process for extending the contract will commence. 

Timeline
Applications should be submitted at least three months before the completion of the original contract period to allow time to consider the application and initialise the new contract.
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Application for Extension of FFI CRC Postgraduate Scholarship

	Surname:
	
	Other name/s:
	


	Host Institution:
	
	Commencement date:
	


	University supervisor:
	
	Industry supervisor:
	


	Project title:
	


	Requested extension period:
	
	Date of Application:
	


	Reason for Extension Request (Max. 300 words):

	


	Details of progress to date and strategy for completion of thesis (GANTT chart if necessary):

	


	List of supporting attachments

	


Certification

Education Manager
Date received:



Signed:

Recommending authority
Comments:

	type here


Recommended / Not recommended (Circle)

Date:




Signed:

Chief Executive Officer
Comments:

	type here


Approved / Not approved (Circle)

Date:




Signed:
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