mallee research from the point of view of
genetic development, biomass production
and the development of possible end
markets. But the State’s cultivated mallee
population was growing and the FFl CRC
realised the urgent need to find a way to
economically harvest the native trees.

“In a sense we want to reward the farmers,
who have invested in oil mallees for their
environmental commitment, with additional
options for economic returns,” Mark said.

“The benefit of a body like the CRC driving
this project is that we can work with the
Commonwealth and State Governments, as
well as industry partners to solve the oil
mallee harvesting challenge.

“It’s about industry, government, scientists
and engineers working together.”

Team effort pays off

As a result of industry and government
collaboration the WA State Government
recently put $1.5 million towards the oil
mallee harvester project. The funding is
through the Government’s Low Emission
Energy Development (LEED) initiative and
is dependent on the CRC attracting private
sector funding.

“The money will be used for the design,
fabrication, commissioning and field testing
of a new prototype harvester,” Mark said.

“The necessary private sector funds could
come from people looking to invest in an
exciting new industry, as well as those with a
vested interest such as potential processors,
end users and even farmers.”

A phase one (P1) prototype of the harvester
is planned to be ready for a field trial

in Narrogin during December 2009. By
December 2010, designs and specifications
for the final harvester, P2, are expected to
be ready for commercialisation.

“By the end of the project, the FFI CRC aims
to have an operational harvester capable

of reliably harvesting mallee trees at a high
rate,” Mark said.

“The most efficient rate of production

is anticipated to exceed 50t per hour.
However, the rate will be determined after
further systems analysis has been carried
out including an analysis of the nature of
the chipped biomass.

“The final outcome will be a machine that
can be commercially viable for a harvest
contractor — perhaps an operator already
engaged in the harvesting of similar
crops.”

More information
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T: (08) 6488 2555
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