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	Welcome from the CEO

	
	Welcome to FFI CRC's second edition of E-News.  In this start-up phase we will issue E-News frequently to keep you up to speed with developments.
Our timetable of activities is now being firmed up:
· The Board of Directors has a two-year calendar of quarterly meetings (February, May, August and November) 
· FFI CRC's Participants will meet twice a year, once to advise on the preparation of the Annual Operating Plan for the following year (April) and once to review the previous year's activities (November) 
· The Company's Members will have an AGM coinciding with the Participants and Board meetings in November 
· The Management Committee will meet monthly and fit in with Board meetings 
· The management-level Project Evaluation Committee will meet as required to pre-consider all project proposals before they go to the Board for decision.
Our immediate focus is on the Board's meeting on 21 August where it will decide the continuing and transitional projects that will define our 2007/08 activities.
Then we go into full scale project development for the Participants’ and the Board's considerations in early 2008.  These projects will apply to three years from 2008/09.
The Executive Group at head office has worked out a "120‑day plan" for necessary tasks to complete the CRC's start-up phase by 31 October 2007.  This ranges from performance reporting and business growth strategy for the CRC as a whole, to communications and administrative support.
In summary, we are now well advanced in planning our business systems and project development for the long haul, and we will complete start-up activities within four months.

For further information contact

· Kevin Goss: (08)6488 2555: kevin.goss@futurefarmcrc.com.au 
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	Business matters

	
	Two more participant signatures have been cleared and we hope to resolve all this week.  As soon as they come in we can proceed to execute the Commonwealth Agreement – this now looks like taking place in early August.

We’re currently preparing for the visit of the CRC Salinity’s auditors on 1 August.  This will provide a key element of final reporting for the CRC Salinity and enable the cleaning up of transition accounting matters between CRCs.  

Any feedback that you would like to provide on how the CRC manages its corporate affairs is always appreciated.  We want to ensure that engagement with the CRC at a business level is a positive experience and adds value to the important research, education, extension and commercialisation activity carried out by our participants every day.   

To provide feedback or for further information contact

· Mark Stickells, Company Secretary/Chief Operating Officer: (08) 6488 1429; mark.stickells@futurefarmcrc.com.au 
· Christina Sanderson, Finance and Operations Manager: (08) 6488 1954; christina.sanderson@futurefarmcrc.com.au
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	Paths to adoption

	
	The first meeting of the CRC’s Commercialisation and Utlisation Panel will be held this week.  It is an advisory group of key participants and stakeholders to help guide strategy development and implementation in this important area of CRC business.  The meeting will be hosted by Landmark and convened by John Powell.

For further information contact

· John Powell: (02) 6226 5298; jpowell@optimalicm.net.au
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	Node Manager Contacts

	
	· NSW Peter Regan: (02) 6391 3185; peter.j.regan@dpi.nsw.gov.au
· SA Anna Dutkiewicz: (08) 8303 9735; Dutkiewicz.Anna@saugov.sa.gov.au
· VIC Austin Brown: (03) 9742-8728; Austin.Brown@dpi.vic.gov.au
· WA Richard George: (08) 9780 6296; rgeorge@agric.wa.gov.au
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	Communication

	
	Node meeting reports
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The reports from the June Node meetings are now available on the web at http://www.crcsalinity.com.au/aboutus/index.php?id=6  Amongst John Powell’s revhead photos and Ed Barrett-Lennard’s breakfast cereal, you will find some fascinating reading on the latest CRC research.

Get on your soapbox!
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The CRC’s online forum is a great place to air your views or simply to swap notes with like-minded researchers.  John Bartle’s Case for non-food crops would a good place to start a lively discussion.

· Sign up at http://forum.crcsalinity.com.au/forum/index.php 

New presentation templates

Richard Bennett recently claimed the distinction of being the first researcher to give a presentation featuring the new FFI logo; however the award for the first research presentation using the new FFI powerpoint template is still up for grabs!

· Download the template at http://www.futurefarmcrc.com.au/for_the_record.html 

E-News

Don’t forget to send your CRC news in to elizabeth.wheeler@futurefarmcrc.com.au   Anything that would be of interest to other CRC participants, including coming events, is always welcome.

For further information contact

· Elizabeth Wheeler: (08) 6488 8553: elizabeth.wheeler@futurefarmcrc.com.au 
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	Program Leader Contacts

	
	· P1 Future Livestock Production
Joe Jacobs: (03) 5561 9946; joe.jacobs@dpi.vic.gov.au 

· P2 Future Cropping Systems
Alison Bowman: (02) 6938 1628; alison.bowman@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

· P3 New Woody Crop Industries
Mike Bennell: (08) 8303 9674; bennell.mike@saugov.sa.gov.au 

· P4 Farming Saline Landscapes
Ed Barrett-Lennard: (08) 9368 3441; egbarrettlennard@agric.wa.gov.au 

· P5 Biodoversity & Water
Ken Wallace: (08) 9334 0341; ken.wallace@dec.wa.gov.au 

· P6 Economic, Social & Policy Analysis
David Pannell: (08) 9842 0820; David.Pannell@uwa.edu.au 

· P7 Education & Training
Scott Glyde: (02) 6933 2385; sglyde@csu.edu.au 
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	Snippets

	
	New email addresses
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Email addresses have changed at head office to the format of firstname.lastname@futurefarmcrc.com.au  Please update your address books.

For further information contact

· Sarah Colombera: (08) 6488 1952; sarah.colombera@futurefarmcrc.com.au 

WA Regional Achievement & Community Awards

The awards acknowledge the efforts of individuals and communities making a significant contribution to social, economic and environmental issues.  Nominations close 5 September 2007.

· www.awardsaustralia.com 

2007 NSW Landcare Awards

Individuals and community groups are encouraged to apply.  Entries close 17 August 2007.

· www.landcareonline.com 
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	Coming Events

	
	Bioenergy in the Avon

7 August 2007, York WA
http://www.avongro.com.au/ 

Agriculture Australia Conference 2007

6-8 August 2007, Melbourne
Further information: (02) 9427 6999 or email aof@australianoilseeds.com
New Forces in The World Food Equation: Energy, Climate, Science And Economics

Public lecture by Prof Joachim von Braun, Director General of the International Food Policy Research Institute
20 August 2007, UWA Perth
www.ioa.uwa.edu.au
MDBC International River Health Conference

14-17 October 2007, Canberra 
http://www.onelifeoneworldourfuture.com/index.php?pageid=218
Environment Research Event

2-5 December 2007, James Cook University
www.ere.org.au
For further events please view the CRC’s website calendar at http://www.crcsalinity.com.au/news/calendar.php
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	Feedback is always welcome elizabeth.wheeler@futurefarmcrc.com.au
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