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	Welcome from the CEO

	
	Welcome to the October edition of E-News.

The disastrously dry spring across much of southern Australia has triggered a public and policy discussion on drought and the adaptability of agriculture to climate change.  This is highly relevant to the work of FFI CRC and may lead to an additional dimension to our R&D agenda.  I will be consulting with our participants over coming weeks leading up to our Board's consideration of the issue on 26 November.
Within two weeks you will receive the first issue of Focus on Perennials, the new version of the Focus on Salt newsletter. The Kondinin Group has done a terrific job on its production and I know FFI readers will be impressed.
I welcome Bill Malcolm and Greg Lawrence to the CRC.  Bill is taking over from Dave Pannell as P6 Leader; he is an Associate Professor of Agricultural and Resource Economics at The University of Melbourne.  Greg is our new Communication Manager, and has held similar positions with CRC LEME and BHP Billiton.
· Kevin Goss: (08) 6488 2555; kevin.goss@futurefarmcrc.com.au 
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	Business matters

	
	· The CRC Salinity Annual Report has been completed and submitted.  This is the final reporting obligation of CRC Salinity.

· The process of commissioning transition projects approved by the Board is well advanced and project details (to be signed off by the responsible participant organisation) will be sent out during the next week

· Christina Sanderson and Julia Wilson are busy setting up the administrative procedures to support project administration in the new CRC.  Project leaders will soon receive an update on the reporting processes to be set up in FFI CRC, and are encouraged to contact Christina or Julia if they have any queries. 

· The CRC head office is hosting a work experience student one day per week for 10 weeks.  The student is vision-impaired and will work alongside Greg Madson to gain experience in office administration.

· The Annual Operating Plan 2006-7 has been printed and distributed to Program Leaders, Participant Representatives, and Management.  Copies are available from sarah.columbera@futurefarmcrc.com.au  
· The Business Plan has been updated and is available on the website at http://www.futurefarmcrc.com.au/businesscase.html 

· Christina Sanderson and Mark Stickells will attend two meetings in Melbourne this week.  The first involves other CRCs that use the Centric Project Management systems, and the second meeting is a 6‑monthly meeting of CRC business managers that will address a range of financial, operational and commercial issues facing CRCs.
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· The end of winter has given head office staff the incentive to get back into exercise and healthier work habits.  There are visitors to the UWA gym, while others are regular walkers, and the office has registered for the National Bike Ride to Work day. 

· Finally, an acknowledgement to the CRC’s longsuffering Geelong supporters, Alistar Robertson, Dean UWA and Bruce Munday, former Communication Manager.  They can now rest more easily following Geelong’s emphatic win.

To provide feedback or for further information contact

· Mark Stickells, Commercial Director: (08) 6488 1429; mark.stickells@futurefarmcrc.com.au 
· Christina Sanderson, Finance and Operations Manager: (08) 6488 1954; christina.sanderson@futurefarmcrc.com.au
· Julia Wilson, Research Contract Manager (Wed-Fri): (08) 6488 1846; Julia.wilson@futurefarmcrc.com.au
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	Adoption & Commercialisation

	
	Path to adoption workshops
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Grower group days such as this recent Evergreen farming group day at Badgingarra WA, are an important part of enhancing next user and grower confidence in promoting and using new technologies
Steve Tunbridge and John Powell have been organising the long-awaited ‘headline’ technologies workshop at Katanning on 24-25 October.  Researchers presenting at the workshop are Geoff Moore, Paul Sanford, Perry Dolling, Ed Barrett-Lennard and Greg Hamilton.  The workshop will focus on showing the headline technologies in action to researchers and invited ‘next users’ and discussing the next steps in promoting and using the technologies.  About 40 next users have indicated they will participate.

John Powell, Andrew Harding, and Anna Dutkiewicz are organising a path to adoption workshop for Naracoorte in SA on 29-30 November in conjunction with Nick Edwards and Andy Craig, SARDI.  This workshop will focus on researchers and next users in south east SA learning more about the headline technologies developed in the EverGraze project - Chicory and Drought-hardy grazing systems.

Embedding Adoption & Commercialisation in new projects

Recent EverCrop planning meetings in NSW and SA have involved researchers and next users getting together to discuss research priorities for future cropping systems in the low‑medium rainfall zone.  Their suggestions will be incorporated into the full project proposal to go to the Project Evaluation Committee.

Involving next users in FFI CRC research from the planning stage through to product development, adoption and commercialisation is a fundamental principle being applied across all FFI CRC’s research programs. 
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Perennial grasses or winter wheats – which is the better winter feed option for production and NRM outcomes from mixed farming and grazing systems?

Reality check for Adoption & Commercialisation

We will soon be engaging a consultant to independently monitor and evaluate the CRC’s Adoption & Commercialisation activities over the first four years of the CRC’s life.  The consultancy will provide John Powell with ongoing advice on the contribution that Adoption & Commercialisation activities are making towards Commercialisation and Utilisation Outputs and Milestones in the CRC’s Business Plan.

For further information contact

· John Powell: (02) 6226 5298; jpowell@optimalicm.net.au
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	Node activities

	
	SA Node

York Peninsula Field Days
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Anna flies the FFI flag at the York Peninsula Field Days

The York Peninsula Field Days, regarded as one of Australia's major agricultural field days, are a biennial event held in Paskeville SA. This year, it was held 25‑27 September and provided an ideal opportunity to display and distribute FFI CRC products.  Lucerne Prospects was in great demand, and other publications that were of interest were the Saltland Pastures for South Australia and the numerous Factsheets, particularly on salty diets and saltbush.

At the Field Day, I was delighted to catch up with Andrew Inglis, the SARDI Pasture Group, Simon Goodhand (Federal Government NRM Facilitator in SA) and Michelle Coe from the University of Adelaide, as well as with many farmers about their issues with perennials. Thanks to Andrew Harding (Rural Solutions SA and FFI CRC), Renee Gagai and Chris Nichols (DWLBC) in helping to set up and man the booth.
NRM Forum
NRM Forum will be held on 16 October in Adelaide.  The aim of the forum is to showcase key messages from recent research to help inform decision-making in natural resource management.  There will be a number of FFI CRC researchers who will presenting on the day including David Maschmedt, Nick Edwards and Kim Lowell for Brendan Christy.  The forum is supported by FFI CRC, DWLBC and the NRM Council. 
· Anna Dutkiewicz: (08) 8303 9735; Dutkiewicz.Anna@saugov.sa.gov.au
WA Node

SPA celebrates ten years with forum and field walk 
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Richard Silberstein explains, with help from other SPA researchers, the significant of the EM38 electrical conductivity plot over the Walton trial site

New ways to make saltland more productive was the discussion at the Saltland Pastures Association’s (SPA) 10 Year Celebration Forum and Fieldwalk.

Held at Narrogin WA between 25-26 September, the forum and field walk showcased the latest research from FFI CRC, the WA Department of Agriculture and Food, CSIRO, Land, Water and Wool, and the University of Western Australia covering such topics as developing salt tolerant cereals, the dietary impact of salt on livestock performance, and salt and water balance impacts of saltbush and lucerne.

The fieldwalk on the following day provided a tour of the SGSL trail activities on Chris Walton’s property located to the west of Yearlering. In particular, the walk showed how new pasture cultivars were fairing at various levels across the saline landscape. Their impact on lowering water table levels, reducing run off and increasing the annual carrying capacities were discussed by researchers Hayley Norman, Ed Barrett-Lennard and Richard Silberstein. The Growers Network saltbush plot was also a featured part of the walk.

For more information about the research done by SPA and how to make and its affiliates and how to make a tasty saltbush and ricotta cannelloni, go to: http://www.crcsalinity.com/spa/index.htm
· Richard George: (08) 9780 6296; rgeorge@agric.wa.gov.au
VIC Node

VIC Node Meeting

The next VIC Node meeting will be held 16-17 October at Warrenmang, Avoca.  Topics to be discussed include: transition to FFI CRC, farming systems in the North Central CMA region, sustainable farm production, biodiversity, and adoption of research.

· Austin Brown: (03) 9742-8728; Austin.Brown@dpi.vic.gov.au
NSW Node

· Peter Regan: (02) 6391 3185; peter.j.regan@dpi.nsw.gov.au
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	Communication

	
	New Communication Manager
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Greg Lawrence started as Communication Manager on 17 September.  Greg was formerly Communication Manager with CRC LEME, and has a special interest in science communication, the media and new technology.  Please introduce yourself to Greg when you next visit head office.

· Greg Lawrence: (08) 6488 7353; greg.lawrence@futurefarmcrc.com.au 

What’s new on the website?
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· The complete list of FFI projects, both continuing and transitional, is now on the website at http://www.futurefarmcrc.com.au/projects.html
· Have you ever wondered about the correct spelling and grammar for CRC publications?  The FFI CRC publications style guide is now available for download at http://www.futurefarmcrc.com.au/for_the_record.html 

E-News

Don’t forget to send your CRC news in to elizabeth.wheeler@futurefarmcrc.com.au  Anything that would be of interest to other CRC participants, including coming events, is always welcome.

For further information contact

· Greg Lawrence: (08) 6488 7353; greg.lawrence@futurefarmcrc.com.au 
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	Program activities

	
	P1 Future Livestock Production
· Joe Jacobs: (03) 5561 9946; joe.jacobs@dpi.vic.gov.au 

P2 Future Cropping Systems

· Alison Bowman: (02) 6938 1628; alison.bowman@dpi.nsw.gov.au 

P3 New Woody Crop Industries

· Mike Bennell: (08) 8303 9674; bennell.mike@saugov.sa.gov.au
P4 Farming Saline Landscapes

Michael Lloyd – thanks for ten great years
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Michael Lloyd on location at “Bundilla”

Many will be saddened to hear that Michael Lloyd has decided to “retire” after ten years as the Chairman of the Saltland Pastures Association (SPA).  When I first met Michael in 1995, saltland pastures were on the ropes: Clive Malcolm had recently retired from the Department of Agriculture, the nutritive value of saltland pastures had been discredited, and nearly all the agency-based research in the area had been closed down.  The National Dryland Salinity Program had no program for saltland, and saltland pastures were stunningly absent from WA’s “Salinity Action Plan”.  Within a year, Michael and a small band of volunteers had formed SPA, and under Michael’s Chairmanship they won the case to revise the Salinity Action Plan.  Michael subsequently played a major advocacy role on many other committees.

Michael and wife Margaret turned their farm “Bundilla” at Pingaring into a showcase for saltland pastures, welcoming farmers and researchers from all over Australia to see what they have achieved – 600 hectares revegetated with saltland pastures.

In 2003 Michael won the McKell Medal – Australia’s most distinguished award for excellence in soil conservation and landcare.
· Ed Barrett-Lennard: (08) 9368 3441; egbarrettlennard@agric.wa.gov.au 

P5 Biodiversity & Water

· Ken Wallace: (08) 9334 0341; ken.wallace@dec.wa.gov.au 

P6 Economic, Social & Policy Analysis

· David Pannell: (08) 9842 0820; David.Pannell@uwa.edu.au (until Dec 2007)
Bill Malcolm: (03) 8344-5015; b.malcolm@unimelb.edu.au
P7 Education & Training

· Scott Glyde: (02) 6933 2385; sglyde@csu.edu.au 
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	Snippets

	
	Congratulations Lucinda!

[image: image10.jpg]>




FFI CRC deputy chair Lucinda Corrigan has recently been awarded the 2007 Helen Newton Turner Medal.  The Medal is awarded to provide encouragement and inspiration for scientists, technicians and practitioners engaged in the genetic improvement of productivity and product quality of livestock.

Lucinda has also been selected as one of three new directors for the board of Meat & Livestock Australia.

Congratulations from all at FFI CRC.

FFI CRC Postgraduate scholarships

FFI CRC will offer up to 15 scholarships in 2008.  The CRC aims to provide each student a total stipend of $28,000/year tax-free and will offer a range of full, top-up and matching scholarships at its participating universities.  Applications close 31 October.
· Further information from http://www.futurefarmcrc.com.au/scholarships.html 

EverGraze field day

Farmers, advisors and all people interested in perennial production systems for livestock are invited to a feld day at the EverGraze Proof Site Wagga Wagga, 19 October 2007.  A light lunch will be provided by Landmark.

· Further information and RSVP Jim Meckiff: (02) 6942 4957; jim.meckiff@dpi.nsw.gov.au
GRDC Crop Updates – call for papers

The Agribusiness Crop Updates will be held 13-14 February next year, showcasing the latest research and development in grain production and marketing.  The Crop Update Management Committee would like to invite all people working in the grains research and development to contribute to the event.  The closing date for nominations is Friday 9 November.  Further information from:

· Cereals – Steve Penny: (08) 9821 3333; spenny@agric.wa.gov.au 

· Farming Systems – Doug Abrecht: (08) 9690 2102; dabrecht@agric.wa.gov.au 

· Weeds – Alex Douglas: (08) 9821 3246; adouglas@agric.wa.gov.au 

· Lupins Pulses Oilseeds – Bob French: (08) 9081 3126; rfrench@agric.wa.gov.au 

Raising the Baa

Australian sheep and wool producers are invited to showcase innovation applied in their enterprise by entering the national Raising the Baa competition.  There will be a prize for the best overall innovator plus a winner in each State.  The national winner, selected from the state winners, will receive a $10,000 overseas study tour for two to assist in further developing their enterprise.  Entries close 19 October.
· Further information from www.kondinin.com.au 

GRDC awards and scholarships

GRDC Agricultural Training Awards are one year scholarships, valued at $3,000, available to students undertaking full time study at a recognised vocational education and training provider institution.   Grains Industry Research Scholarships (GRSs) are available to students of excellence proceeding to postgraduate study in a field relevant to the future of the Australian grains industry.  The scholarship is for three years and comprises a tax-free stipend of $25,000pa and $5,000pa for project operating expenses.  Applications close 26 October.
· Further information from www.grdc.com.au 

DuPont Australia & New Zealand Innovation Awards

The biennial DuPont Innovation Awards program is an independently judged competition, launched in 2004, to recognise the introduction of a new innovative technology, application, product or service.  The Awards are open for entry to individuals, companies or tertiary students.

· Further information from http://www2.dupont.com/Our_Company/en_AU/innovation_awards/index.html 
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	Coming Events

	
	MDBC International River Health Conference

14-17 October 2007, Canberra 
http://www.onelifeoneworldourfuture.com/index.php?pageid=218
VIC Node meeting

16-18 October, Avoca
Austin Brown: Austin.Brown@dpi.vic.gov.au
EverGraze field day

19 October 2007, Wagga Wagga
Jim Meckiff: (02) 6942 4957; jim.meckiff@dpi.nsw.gov.au
Headline technologies workshop

24-25 October, Katanning
John Powell: jpowell@optimalicm.net.au
Headline technologies workshop

29-30 November, Naracoorte
John Powell: jpowell@optimalicm.net.au
Environment Research Event

2-5 December 2007, James Cook University
www.ere.org.au
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	Feedback is always welcome elizabeth.wheeler@futurefarmcrc.com.au
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